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Lets Play Soccer!
L.Weber S.J.

“How happy I am that I entered the soccer club ! ”were the
words of a first year student when leaving the National Stadium
after the game between Australia and Japan on March 21. 1
didn't ask him why he thought so, but I can easily imagine
the reasons for it. I myself played soccer for many years in
my youth, and I have never regretted that I did. In my opinion
soccer is one of the most interesting, most healthy, and most
useful sports. Soccer is a game in which both group play and
individual play are fully developed and appreciated. Just think
of the cheering fans when an attacking team approaches the
goal in fast and perfect combination. Think of the player who,
by bypassing one, two, three opponents, approaches the penalty
area and with a swift shot sends the ball into the net. Or think
of the keeper who, finding himself alone face to face with
several opponents, saves his team from a defeat by courageously
jumping on the incoming ball, preventing it from getting through.

Soccer is a manly sport. It requires a strong and healthy
body, endowed with great endurace, a strong will not easily
influenced by occasional feelings, and a great skill in reading
the movements of both friends and opponents. Such things,
however, are obtained only by long and hard training.

In order to like soccer one has to take its practices serious
and be ready to make small sacrifices from time to time. Those
who don't show up at the practice only because they don’t
feel like it or because it is a little cold, will never be good at
soccer, nor will they ever know the joy experienced after a
hard practice or after a good game. It is true that one can feel
tired bodily, but how relaxed one is mentally, chiefly on
Saturday afternoons after a long week of study. It is like
resting in an ‘oasis’ in the middle of a vast desert.

Let's look forward to our days of practice as days on which
we can forge our bodies, relax from our intellectual work, play

with our friends, and enjoy our youth !
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